Decision Document on Science and Technology
Cooperation Projects (2020-2023)
between
the People’s Republic of China and
the Republic of Bulgaria

In compliance with the Agreement on Scientific and Technological Cooperation between
the Government of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of
Bulgaria signed in Sofia on 6 July 2018, and the Protocol of the 16th Session of the
China-Bulgaria Scientific and Technological Cooperation Committee signed in Sofia on
23" April, 2018, the Ministry of Science and Technology of the People's Republic of China
(hereinafter referred to as "MOST") and the Ministry of Education and Science of the
Republic of Bulgaria (hereinafter referred to as "MES"), represented by Bulgarian Science
Fund to the Ministry of Education and Science (hereinafter referred to as “BSF"),
(hereinafter referred to as “Parties”) confirm the following:

. Selection and approval of the mobility projects for years 2020-2022

1) Bulgarian Science Fund (BSF) has taken over from the Bulgaria MES the
implementation of bilateral exchange of scientists between Bulgaria and China starting
from the call announced in 2019

2) The Parties announced the call for joint project proposals for 2020-2021 on 20t and 30%
Dec. 2019, by MOST and BSF, respectively, planned to keep it open until 20t March
2020 and yet because of the CQOVID-19 pandemic had to prolongate it to 30t April 2020.

3) During the call, 59 joint project proposals on the Chinese side and 53 on the Bulgarian
side were submitted respectively.

4) 51 project proposals were matched and thus accepted for expert evaluation carried out
by two sides,

5) 15 project proposals were finally recommended for funding by both Parties. The list of
recommended project proposals is included in the Annex| (MOST and MES/BSF

Mobility Projects). Due to the pandemic the results of the call were approved by
circulation.

6) The total support for each project is 100,000 RMB yuan provided by MOST and up to
40,000 BGN by BSF. The financial mechanisms will be based on national regulations
being in force in each country. The sending Party will cover the costs of international
travel and health insurance. The receiving Party will cover the costs of maintenance and
accommodation up to the limits stipulated in the calls for applications.

7) The implementation guidelines for the approved projects are stipulated in the intemal
regulations of the partner organizations.

8) The implementation of bilateral mability projects shall be completed before the 31t
December 2022. In case of force majeure, such as long duration of the pandemic and
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its consequences affecting the proper completion of the projects, the exact deadline for
implementation will be specified later - once the sanitary situation in both countries allow
for that.

I..Selection and approval of the R&D cooperation projects for years 2020-2023

1) The MOST announced the call for proposal for joint R&D Cooperation project proposals
for research organizations for the period of 2021-2023 on 28th October 2019 with the
deadline for the submission of project proposals by 27th November 2019 on the Chinese
side. BSF published the call for proposal on 20 Dec. 2019 with the deadline for the
submission of projest proposals by 13 March 2020 on the Bulgarian side.

2) Within the call, 22 joint project proposals on the Chinese side and 17 on the Bulgarian
side were submitted respectively.

3) 48-9 project proposals were matched and thus accepted for expert evaluation carried
out by the two sides.

4) 3 project proposals were finally selected/recommended for funding by MOST and BSF.
The list of selected/recommended project proposals is included in the Annex ii (MOST and
MES/BSF R&D Cooperation Projects).

3) The total support for each project is about 1,000,000 RMB yuan provided by MOST and
up to 250,000 BGN by MES.

6)The implementation guidelines for the approved projects are stipulated in the internal
methodologies of the partner organizations.

Each Party shall notify the other Party of any changes to this document in writing sent by
letter or email.

This document is signed in two copies in English and Chinese, both texts being equally
authentic. In case of divergent interpretation to the texts, the English copies shall prevail.

On behalf of the Ministry of Science and On behalf of the Bulgarian Ministry of Education
Technology of the People's Republic of China and Science

1 YE Dongbai
Director General
Department of Inteérnational Cooperation

Prof. D.Se. Georgi Vayssilov
Manager
Bulgarian Science Fund
to the Ministry of Education and Science

Date: '20 20\, AO\ 20 Date: /{ // /Zﬂjy
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